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We are gearing up for a fun year celebrating ASC's 25 years!   
I am working with the folks at Crowfields for our kickoff party on Sunday, February 2.  Be sure to put it 
on your calendar.  We will be setting up at 2:00 and eating at 3:00.  Please plan on being there with your 
contribution by 3:00.  ASC provides meats, drinks and set ups.  You bring a side dish and wine (if you 

want).  ASC is also providing dessert this year.... It’s our "birthday...remember!!! 
We are asking our past presidents to tell so you can listen and be entertained this year. 
 
I also assigned each of you a small "task".  Please get that to me as soon as possible.  My email 
is Kgordon54@gmail.com.  Hopefully by Jan. 20!!!! 
 
Other dates for your calendar are: 
May 17 Spring show "Stories for a Sunday Afternoon" at the Folk Art Center 

 
August 16 Annual Picnic, Shelter #6 at Lake Julian 
 
November 22 Tellabration at the Folk Art Center 
 

Remember, we do not meet this month so hope to see each and every one of you at our party! 
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Questions to 
Consider: 

What do you love 
about storytelling? 

What is your purpose 
as a storyteller? 

Why do you tell the 
stories you tell? 

The Storytelling Chronicle 

 
A gentle reminder: Dues are still due from some members. (You know 
who you are, grin.) 
Dues are $25 per individual or family $20 for seniors (62 +) $20 for 

students. 

Please bring your check made out to ASC or cash to our next meeting, 

Monday, February 17th at the Asheville Terrace Apartments and put your 

dues in the envelope provided. The envelope will also be available at our winter party at Crowfields on Sunday, 

February 2. 

Or you can mail your dues to Charlie at: 

Charlie St. Clair, ASC Treasurer 

14 Ellenwood Dr.  

Asheville, NC 28804 

We can only accept cash or checks, no credit or debit cards. Please let Charlie know if you need a receipt. Please 

do NOT make out your check to Charlie, please make it out to ASC. 

If there has been a change in your contact information (address, phone, e-mail) please let Charlie know by 

emailing him at charliestclair@charter.net. 

Note: A benefit of being a dues paying member of the Asheville Storytelling Circle is that you can receive a 10 

percent discount when you join or renew your membership in the National Storytelling Network. Charlie will be 

sending them a list of our current members in February. 

 

 

A Story about St. Brigid 

St. Brigid is the patron saint of artist and healers. St. Brigid is celebrated on February 2. 

St Brigid approached the King of Leinster requesting the land on which to build her monastery. The place she 

selected in Kildare was ideal. It was near a lake where water was available, in a forest where there was firewood 

and near a fertile plain on which to grow crops. The King refused her request. Brigid was not put off by his 

refusal. Rather, she and her sisters prayed that the King’s heart would soften. She made her request again but this 

time she asked, “Give me as much land as my cloak will cover.” 

Seeing her small cloak, he laughed and then granted this request.  

However, Brigid had instructed her four helpers each to take a corner  

of the cloak and walk in opposite directions –  

north, south, east and west. As they did this the cloak began to grow 

and spread across many acres. She now had sufficient land on which 

to build her monastery. The King and his entire household were 

dismayed and amazed. They realized that this woman was truly 

blessed by God. The King became a patron of Brigid’s monastery, 

assisting her with money, food and gifts. Later he converted to 

Christianity. It was on this land in Kildare that she built her dual 

monastery c.470. 
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Popular storytellers, Gwenda LedBetter and David Novak, will share traditional stories for adults 

at Black Mountain Center for the Arts on January 25.  

Black Mountain Center for the Arts partners with A Telling Experience to bring fresh adult programming for the 

season. Gwenda LedBetter and David Novak team up to tell some of their favorite traditional and original stories.  

These stories are often considered children’s fare, but as David Novak explains, “Wonder tales, or Fairy Tales, are 

really the ferment of adulthood. They are for people with life experience.” 

Both storytellers are recipients of the Circle of Excellence award from the National Storytelling 

Network, bringing their own, rich life experience to stories. Long known as Asheville’s Story 

Lady from the 60’s and 70‘s, Gwenda LedBetter entered the national storytelling scene in 1979, 

at the National Festival in Jonesborough, Tennessee. A veteran of local and national stages, 

Gwenda holds Lifetime Achievement honors from both the North Carolina Stor ytelling Guild 

and the National Storytelling Network. David Novak is best known to Asheville audiences for 

his portrayal of R. Buckminster Fuller at NC Stage Company, and for his numerous storytelling 

stage shows as part of the NC Stage Catalyst series, including two popular collaborations with 

Gwenda: Friday’s Father and The Old Woman in the Basement .  

Winter Words brings the two accomplished storytellers together again to share their insightful 

stories. As winter deepens, the storytelling tradition comes alive. Succumb to the enchantment of 

ancient wonder tales.  

 

What: Winter Words 

When: Saturday January 25, 7:30pm 

Where: Lack Mountain Center for the Arts, 225 W State St, Black Mountain, NC 28711 

Price: Tickets in Advance $15 / Tickets day of $20 

A Telling Experience engages in telling stories to enrich discourse, entertain imagination, engage 

emotion, and discover our common ground.   

For more information call: (828) 669-0930. 

 

Notice about Gwenda LedBetter 

Dear ASC Members, 

 

Gwenda fell on New Year’s day and 

broke her hip. She is steadily improving 

and is now at the Lodge in Mills River for 

physical therapy. The address is 5593 Old 

Haywood Rd., Mills River, NC 

28759-7502 and the phone 

number is 828.684.4857. 

 

Please keep Gwenda in your good thoughts 

as she continues to recover. I’m sure she 

would enjoy hearing from you. Her phone 

number is 213-2629. 

. 
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 Winter Words by David Novak 
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  From Our Members 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Please send your 

news to Sherry 

Lovett, editor at 

sherrylovett@gmail.

com 
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News about Roy Harris 

 

 

ASC member and former ASC President Roy R. Harris was installed as a Board of 
Directors member of the National Association of Black Storytellers at the 
organization’s 37th Annual Festival November 6-11, 2019, in Montgomery, 
Alabama to a four-year term.  
 
Roy credits part of his success to his involvement with the ASC. Wish him well as 
he helps to transform the organization for the next generations of Storytellers. 
 

 

A Reminder from NCSG 

 

 Winter Workshop with Tim Lowry 

January 24-26, 2020 

at The Baptist Assembly at Fort Caswell 

 

 

Climbing the Ladder to the Moon” 

No one is quite sure where this metaphorical description of storytelling originated.  The idea of a 

ladder to the moon makes a great framework for our weekend.  As we ascend each rung of the ladder, 

we will consider the cultural significance and importance of personal narrative, historical stories, folk 

tales, legends and epics, and finally myth.  We will take time to discuss each story type, examine its 

position in the hierarchy, and hone our skills as practitioners of each genre. There will also be time 

for examining the underside of this ladder, which is the particular set of business skills needed to 

work as a professional in this noble and ancient art called storytelling. 

Please visit, http://ncstoryguild.org/ncsg-winter-workshop/ for more information and to register. 

 

News from Jim Gregory 

Jim Gregory will be presenting an odyssey into the 1960’s Civil Rights Movement “The 
Hanging of Tom Brown” Thursday February 20th, 2020 in the Cohen Center Ballroom of 
Florida Gulf Coast University. Reception at 6:30 PM Program 7 - 8:30 PM.   
 

 

 

 

 

News from Sherry Lovett 

 

I am excited to be performing at my first house concert! This a regularly occurring event 
organized by storyteller Megan Hicks and held in Philadelphia.  This will be only the 
second time I have ever flown by myself and the farthest away I have ever performed, so 
I’m nervous and excited. I welcome your good thoughts as I embark on this new 

adventure this weekend.  

http://ncstoryguild.org/ncsg-winter-workshop/
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January 15 

Larry Pearlman is among the Roadhouse storytellers performing at 

the Pittsboro Roadhouse Cafe on US 64 in Downtown Pittsboro, NC, 
7-9 pm. No fee for the concert but donations are appreciated.  Dinner 
may be ordered beginning at 6:30 pm.      

                                                
 

 

 

 

 

 

January 19 

Sherry Lovett, Donna Marie Todd, and Larry Pearlman will tell 
stories at Black Mountain Library, 3-5 pm.  Light refreshments will 
be served.  A $15 donation is requested for the building of a 
playground at the Unitarian Universalist Church in Black Mountain.    

 

January 3 

 (first Friday of each month, 3 pm)  

The Vanishing Wheelchair presents, Birthday Magic, The Little 

Theatre, 175 Weaverville Highway, Suite K, with the audience 
participating to celebrate children with birthdays that month.  Tickets 
are $5 and may be purchased online at 
www.VanishingWheelchair.org or call 828-645-2941 
 

January 19 

Michael Reno Harrell will perform at Brown Mountain Bottleworks, 
115 E. Union St., Morganton, NC.  Doors will open at 4 pm, 
performance at 5 pm.  Tickets are $20 and may be purchased in 

advance by calling 8287-217-6176.  Seating is limited.   

 

January 20 

No ASC monthly meeting. 

 

January 25 

Chuck Fink and participants in his recent storytelling workshop at 
OLLI will be telling stories at Trinity View Retirement Center.  
Similar performances  are planned at Ardenwoods, Highland Farms, 
and Deerfield during the first quarter of the year. 

 

 

   

 

                       

                                                                                
February 2 

ASC's Annual Party at Crowfield's clubhouse. Directions will be 
sent soon.  Bring a covered dish (you may bring beer or wine, if you  
wish).  ASC will provide the meat.  This will be a special celebration 
of ASC's 25th Anniversary and Gwenda Ledbetter's Birthday.     

 

February 7  

(second and fourth Fridays of each month, 7 pm) 

The Vanishing Wheelchair presents, Magic, Mirth, and Meaning at 
The Little Theatre, 175 Weaverville Highway, Suite K, featuring 
storytellers, singers, jugglers, and musicians.  Free admission but 
donations are appreciated. For more information contact T.J. 

Shimeld at tishimeld@gmail.com or 828-391-6965.   
 

February 17 

ASC monthly meeting, lobby of Asheville Terrace, 200 Tunnel Rd., 

7-9 pm.      

 

 

 

 

 

March 28 

Larry Pearlman will lead a workshop, Learning to Tell Your Story, 
11 am to 5 pm.  There will be a concert from 7-9 pm by the 
workshop participants. 

 
April 3-5 

Taking Your Story to the Stage, a weekend workshop presented by 
Connie Regan-Blake in Asheville, NC.  Participants should bring to 
the workshop a story almost performance ready.  Partial scholarships 
are available.  (828) 258-1113, connie@storywindow.com, or 
https://storywindow.com/taking-your-story-to-the-stage 

                                                                                              
April 4 

A Slice of Life:  An Evening of Stories, hosted by Connie Regan-
Blake and featuring participants of her weekend workshop, 7:30-9 
pm, Black Mtn. Center for the Arts, 225 W. State St., Black Mtn., 

NC.    

Tickets are $20 at the door or may be purchased early 
(recommended as seating is limited) by calling (828) 669-0930 or 
online at: 
bmca@BlackMountainArts.org 
https://www.blackmountainarts.org/ 
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Check out the Asheville Storytelling Circle Website calendar: 

https://ashevillestorycircle.org/events.html 

Remember to Checkout David Joe Miller’s Online Calendar for more 

Storytelling Events.Asheville Spoken Word Event Calendar 

http://www.storytellingcalendar.com/ 

 

 

 
Please see Invitation for January 18 from 

Sandra Bradbury on page 6. 

 

http://www.vanishingwheelchair.org/
mailto:tishimeld@gmail.com
connie@storywindow.com
https://storywindow.com/taking-your-story-to-the-stage
mailto:bmca@BlackMountainArts.org
https://www.blackmountainarts.org/
https://ashevillestorycircle.org/events.html
http://www.storytellingcalendar.com/
http://www.storytellingcalendar.com/
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Support storytelling: attend what you can, and help spread the word! 

 

“Stories have 

to be told or 

they die, and 

when they die, 

we can’t 

remember 

who we are or 

why we are 

here.” ~Sue 

Monk Kidd 
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ASC Officers of 2019 

 Donna Marie Todd, 

President 

dmtodd1974@gmail.com 
 

 Larry Pearlman, Vice 

President of 

Membership 
larryrpearlman42@gmail.com 
 

 Kathy Gordon, Vice 

President of Events 

kgordon54@gmail.com 

 

 Catherine Serota, 

Secretary 

cscottdmin@gmail.com 

 
 Charlie St. Clair, 

Treasurer 

charliestclair@charter.net 

 

 Sandra Gudger, Founder 

and Permanent Board 

Member 

gudgers@bellsouth.net 

 

 Lori Peleaz, Past 

President 
dogsbest@hotmail.com 

 

(For membership contact use 

only.) 

 

ASC Meeting Time 

The Asheville Storytelling Circle meets at 7:00 pm 

on the third Monday of each month except August and January at Asheville Terrace, 200 Tunnel Rd. in Asheville. 

 

Mission Statement 

To affirm our various cultures, nourish the development of emerging and established artists, and promote excellence in the oral traditions. 

 

Visit Our Website 

www.ashevillestorycircle.org 

 

 

  

1. Keep your introduction short. Why keep it short? Because we want to make sure we have as 
much time as possible for stories. 

2. Stories should be around ten minutes. Longer stories can be shared, if time permits. Even if you 
are working on a story, you should have some idea of how long it takes. 

3. Time is precious, and we want as many people as possible to be able to share. If time runs out 
and not everyone who has signed-up is able to tell a story, they will go to the front of the line for 
the next month. 

 

Membership Meeting Etiquette: 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

Please submit stories, news about 
upcoming events, and news about 
your activities by the end of each 

month to: 

Sherrylovettstoryteller@gmail.com 

 

 

 Calendar Items to: 

 Sandra Gudger at 

 gudgers@bellsouth.net 
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