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 Some Words of Thanks from Tellabration! From Donna Marie Todd  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wow! What a Tellabration this was! We SOLD OUT our  

entire house the week before the show thanks to some 

 excellent support from local media and the ASC members 

 who posted fliers in their neighborhoods. Our VP of Special 

 Events, Kathy Gordon, really blew this event out of the water! 

 It was fantastic and Kathy deserves a big round of applause! 

 

A special thank you to Sandra Gudger, ASC Founder, who 

took reservations by phone, and purchased and organized the 

decorations for Sunday’s show. Thank you to Jane Sims for 

publicity to the media and for creating our colorful posters.  

 

The day was made more special by a City of Asheville 

Proclamation that made our Tellabration an “Official  

Ashevlle Event.” Thank you to Wallace Shealy for pursuing the proclamation from the Mayor’s office 

and for inviting Julie Mayfield to read the proclamation! 

 

Thanks to all the volunteers who took tickets, collected money, ushered folks in and to their seats, folded 

and handed out programs, transported and set up scenery for the show, took down chairs, and sold CDS 

for the performers! We couldn’t have done it without you! So, a special thanks to all of you: 

Lifetime Members Jane and Wayne Sims (who came from Florida!) and 

Chet, Wayne, June, Debbie, Linda, Catherine and Wallace, Mary Ann, Charlie, Lori, Elena Diana, Larry, 

and Mary. (Please forgive any oversights here, it was a busy day!) 

And to the tellers for Tellabration, who donated their talents and time: Sherry Lovett, MC; Michael Reno 

Harrell (featured teller), Gwenda Ledbetter, Zane Chait, and Donna Marie Todd. The stories were 

fantastic, and we appreciate the time and energy you put into preparing your performances! 

THANKS TO ALL OF YOU, IT WAS THE BEST 

TELLABRATION EVER! MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS NOW FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 

22, 2020 FOR OUR 25TH ANNUAL 

TELLABRATION! WE’LL SEE YOU THERE! 

 

 

 
 
      Photos courtesy of Roy Harris. 
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Questions to 
Consider: 

What do you love 
about storytelling? 

What is your purpose 
as a storyteller? 

Why do you tell the 
stories you tell? 

The Storytelling Chronicle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                           

 
Our membership dues cover each calendar year. So, it is time to renew 

your membership for 2020. Since we do not have a regular meeting in 

January, please pay in December. 

 
Dues are $25 per individual or family  
$20 for seniors (62+)  
$20 for students  
 
If there has been a change in your contact information (address, phone, e-mail) please let Charlie know.  

 
Please bring your check made out to ASC or cash to our next regular meeting, Monday, December 16, at 

the Asheville Terrace Apartments. Charlie will have an envelope there marked ASC 2020 Dues. Please put in 
your dues and fill in the form. Or you can mail your dues to Charlie at:  
 
Charlie St. Clair  
ASC Treasurer  
14 Ellenwood Dr.  
Asheville, NC  28804  

 
We can only accept cash or checks, no credit 
or debit cards. Let Charlie know if you need a receipt. 

 

 
 

 

 More Photos from Tellabration  

 

 
Photo by Roy Harris. 

 

 

 
Photo by Roy Harris. 

 
Photo from Wallace 

Shealy’s Facebook page. 

 

Dues are Due… 

 

 

 

 
Photo from Wallace 

Shealy’s Facebook 

page. 

 

 

Photo from Wallace Shealy’s Facebook page. 



 

 

  

I could never be at home by the sea,  

Sea of water, 

Sea of grass,  

Sea of sand, 

My voice swallowed by the great expanse, 

Hurricane vulnerable, 

Storm-tossed with 

No protection from sun and wind,  

Susceptible  

To being washed away by fickle moon-tides. 

 

There is safety in the lap of these mountains. 

I drove the winding roads  

Clinging to her side, 

Following the Appalachians south. 

I fled for miles upon miles 

But I never left her lap. 

In the mountains, I am small, inconsequential. 

My failures and successes mean nothing 

And still, I am lovingly held, accepted. 

She loves all of her grandchildren the same. 

 

Layers etched against the sky, 

The horizon itself is curved by the rise of her hips and shoulders. 

The warm shawl of colors, soft-wrinkled with age and  

Handwoven by an ancient loom, 

Changes hues with the cycle of seasons as it 

Flows along her curves. 

Her royalty is understood, no need to wear a crown. 

 

Even in darkness, I feel her generous embrace. 

Calm, constant, comforting, never too tight. 

The mountains do not need me 

To be  

Anything,  

Anywhere,  

Anyone, 

Someone. 

The mountains just are. 
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 Held in the Lap of These Mountains by Kyra Freeman, 2019 
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From Our Members 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Please send your 

news to Sherry 

Lovett, editor at 

sherrylovett@gmail.

com 
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News from Catherine Yael Serota Shealy 

 

 

This past weekend, December 6-8, 2019, I was privileged to attend "Taking It To The Stage ", a 
workshop facilitated by Connie Regan-Blake, internationally-known storyteller who is based in Asheville 
NC. This was three days of intense and focused work. It prepared tellers for public appearance through 
partner and group exercises to polish a stage-ready story and master performance technology such as use 
of different microphones, sound and light checks, and stage presence.  

I heartily recommend this investment in your storytelling future. 

Connie's next "Taking It To The Stage" workshop opportunity will be in April 2020 and there is an 
exciting workshop June 21-27, 2020 that will take your telling skills to even greater heights. 

You can make arrangements to attend by contacting Connie at Connie@storywindow.com or calling her 
office at (828) 258-1113. 

 

   
 

Photos courtesy of Wallace Shealy’s Facebook page. 

A Reminder from NCSG 

 

 
Winter Workshop with Tim Lowry 

January 24-26, 2020 

at The Baptist Assembly at Fort Caswell 

 

 

Climbing the Ladder to the Moon” 

No one is quite sure where this metaphorical description of storytelling 

originated.  The idea of a ladder to the moon makes a great framework for our 

weekend.  As we ascend each rung of the ladder, we will consider the cultural 

significance and importance of personal narrative, historical stories, folk tales, 

legends and epics, and finally myth.  We will take time to discuss each story type, 

examine its position in the hierarchy, and hone our skills as practitioners of each 

genre. There will also be time for examining the underside of this ladder, which is 

the particular set of business skills needed to work as a professional in this noble 

and ancient art called storytelling. 

Please visit, http://ncstoryguild.org/ncsg-winter-workshop/ for more information 

and to register. 

 

News from Jim Gregory 

Jim Gregory will be presenting an odyssey into the 1960’s Civil Rights Movement “The 
Hanging of Tom Brown” Thursday February 20th, 2020 in the Cohen Center Ballroom of 
Florida Gulf Coast University. Reception at 6:30 PM Program 7 - 8:30 PM.   
 

  

mailto:Connie@storywindow.com
http://ncstoryguild.org/ncsg-winter-workshop/


 

 

  

Calendar of Storytelling Events and Happenings 
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December 16 

ASC monthly meeting, lobby of Asheville Terrace, 200 Tunnel Rd., 
7 pm. bring a sweet to share along with a holiday story! 

Holiday Stories! Bring a sweet to share and a holiday story. We are 

requesting shorter stories for this special holiday meeting. Try to 

stay under 5 minutes please! 

 

December 13 & 27 

(second and fourth Fridays of each month, 7 pm) 

The Vanishing Wheelchair presents, Magic, Mirth, and Meaning at 
The Little Theatre, 175 Weaverville Highway, Suite K, featuring 

storytellers, singers, jugglers, and musicians.  Free admission but 
donations are appreciated. For more information contact T.J. 
Shimeld at tishimeld@gmail.com or 828-391-6965.   
 

December 19 

Donna Marie Todd presents, Stories of Christmas, at the White 

Horse in Black Mountain, 7:30 pm.  Tickets are $12 online at 

whitehorseblackmountain.org or $15 at the door.        

 

 

 

 

January 3 

 (first Friday of each month, 3 pm)  

The Vanishing Wheelchair presents, Birthday Magic, The Little 
Theatre, 175 Weaverville Highway, Suite K, with the audience 
participating to celebrate children with birthdays that month.  Tickets 

are $5 and may be purchased online at 
www.VanishingWheelchair.org or call 828-645-2941 

 

January 20 

No ASC monthly meeting. 

 

Please see Invitation from Sandra Bradbury on page 6. 

Important Reminders  
Please remember there is no regular meeting in January (since we 
have a party regularly scheduled for January). We will have our 

January party on Sunday, February 2 at Crowfields 
(details will be sent out) and then resume regular meetings on 

Monday, February 17. 
 

   

 

                       

                                                                                
April 3-5, 2020 all-day 

Asheville, NC 

Connie Regan-Blake’s Taking Your Story to the Stage, 3-day 

storytelling intensive 

The focus of this “Taking Your Story to the Stage” 3-day workshop 

is on storytelling performance. Each participant is asked to come 
with a story that is almost “stage-ready.” Set in Connie’s home 
tucked in the beautiful mountains surrounding Asheville, NC, this 
workshop provides a supportive, affirming atmosphere to 
nurture storytellers’ performance skills and confidence. 

“Taking Your Story to the Stage” is open only to those who have 

previously studied with Connie. If you have not had this opportunity 
and/or Connie has not heard you tell a story, a private coaching 
session may be required. More information can be found on here. 

There are now a limited number of partial scholarship funds 
available for “Taking Your Story to the Stage” workshop. You 

can apply for up to 1/2 of the cost of tuition. A special thanks to 
those who are supporting the scholarship fund. Contributions to the 
fund are always welcome. 

“The Round Robin of storytellers at Connie Regan-Blake’s “Slice of 
Life” show gave me a rare listening treat. Each story was as unique 
as the voice that told it. What great fun to hear a mountain art form 

so well-spun!” 
–Donna Marie Todd 
storyteller, singer and story workshop leader 
 

April 4, 2020 @ 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm 

Black Mountain Center for the Arts 

225 W State St 

Black Mountain, NC 28711 

A Slice of Life: An Evening of Stories hosted by Connie Regan-

Blake 

 
$15 in advance, $20 at door 
(828) 669-0930 
bmca@BlackMountainArts.org 
https://www.blackmountainarts.org/ 

Please join nationally celebrated storyteller, Connie Regan-Blake, as 

she hosts her workshop participants in an enchanting evening of 
storytelling in “A Slice of Life: An Evening of Stories.” The event is 
hosted by the Black Mountain Center for the Arts, just a short drive 
from Asheville nestled in the picturesque mountains surrounding the 
area. Call the Center for advance tickets (828) 669-0930. 

Tickets are available in advance through Black Mountain Center for 
the Arts (828) 669-0930. 

 

Page 5 

 

 

 

Check out the Asheville Storytelling Circle Website calendar: 

https://ashevillestorycircle.org/events.html 

Remember to Checkout David Joe Miller’s Online Calendar for more 

Storytelling Events.Asheville Spoken Word Event Calendar 

http://www.storytellingcalendar.com/ 

 

 

mailto:tishimeld@gmail.com
http://www.vanishingwheelchair.org/
https://storywindow.com/taking-your-story-to-the-stage/
http://www.exploreasheville.com/
https://storywindow.com/taking-your-story-to-the-stage/
https://storywindow.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Taking-Workshop-Scholarship.pdf
mailto:bmca@BlackMountainArts.org
https://www.blackmountainarts.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-slice-of-life-an-evening-of-stories-tickets-56827750331
https://ashevillestorycircle.org/events.html
http://www.storytellingcalendar.com/
http://www.storytellingcalendar.com/
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Support storytelling: attend what you can, and help spread the word! 

 

“Stories have 

to be told or 

they die, and 

when they die, 

we can’t 

remember 

who we are or 

why we are 

here.” ~Sue 

Monk Kidd 
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ASC Officers of 2019 

 Donna Marie Todd, 

President 

dmtodd1974@gmail.com 
 

 Elena Diana Miller, 

Vice President of 

Membership 
elenamiller@bellsouth.net 

 

 Kathy Gordon, Vice 

President of Events 

kgordon54@gmail.com 

 

 Catherine Serota, 

Secretary 

cscottdmin@gmail.com 

 

 Charlie St. Clair, 
Treasurer 

charliestclair@charter.net 

 

 Sandra Gudger, Founder 

and Permanent Board 

Member 

gudgers@bellsouth.net 

 

 Lori Peleaz, Past 

President 

dogsbest@hotmail.com 
 

(For membership contact use 

only.) 

 

ASC Meeting Time 

The Asheville Storytelling Circle meets at 7:00 pm 

on the third Monday of each month except August and January at Asheville Terrace, 200 Tunnel Rd. in Asheville. 

 

Mission Statement 

To affirm our various cultures, nourish the development of emerging and established artists, and promote excellence in the oral traditions. 

 

Visit Our Website 

www.ashevillestorycircle.org 

 

 

  

1. Keep your introduction short. Why keep it short? Because we want to make sure we have as 
much time as possible for stories. 

2. Stories should be around ten minutes. Longer stories can be shared, if time permits. Even if you 
are working on a story, you should have some idea of how long it takes. 

3. Time is precious, and we want as many people as possible to be able to share. If time runs out 
and not everyone who has signed-up is able to tell a story, they will go to the front of the line for 
the next month. 

 

Membership Meeting Etiquette: 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

Please submit stories, news about 
upcoming events, and news about 
your activities by the end of each 

month to: 

Sherrylovettstoryteller@gmail.com 

 

 

 Calendar Items to: 

 Sandra Gudger at 

 gudgers@bellsouth.net 
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