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 Larry Pearlman Joins ASC Board for 25th  

Anniversary Year  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Larry Pearlman is the ASC 2020 Vice President of Membership. 
Larry holds a BSEE from Rutgers University and is the author 
of “Journaling The Journey” and “Journey to Bliss.” He will be 

a featured “New Voice” at the Cary Storytelling Festival this 
November presented by the North Carolina Storytelling Guild. 
 
An experienced presenter, Larry has offered seminars, workshops, 
and speeches on a variety of topics including sales, health, humor, 
customer service, and business.  
 
He got his start on the stage performing in summer stock  
performances as a teenager playing roles in“Bye, Bye Birdie," 

“The Pajama Game,” “Finian’s Rainbow,”and “Babes in Arms” 
 
Larry also hosted two radio shows: “Opportunities” and “Evolution in Consciousness.”  
 

He also played multiple roles including Clarence the 
Angel in the play production of “It’s a Wonderful Life” 
radio show, played multiple roles, including Scrooge, 
in the play “A Christmas Pudding,” was Luciano, father 

of the bride, in the dinner theatre murder mystery, “My 
Big Fat Italian Wedding Murder” and recently co-
starred in “A Tale of Two Charlies” with Sherry 
Lovett. 

 
Larry had a 30+ year career in sales including seven 
years as the Director of Field Sales Training for Inter-
Tel, an international communications company.  

 
Included in these duties was developing a curriculum for a three week training course and delivering that 
course to hundreds of sales people. We look forward to ways he might advance our members’ enjoyment 
of and knowledge of storytelling as VP of Membership in 2020! Welcome to the board Larry! 
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Questions to 
Consider: 

What do you love 
about storytelling? 

What is your purpose 
as a storyteller? 

Why do you tell the 
stories you tell? 

The Storytelling Chronicle 

 

Waiting for Dorian to arrive in NC reminded me of an exciting hike in Arizona.  To really appreciate this story, 
you will have had to either have personally experienced or seen videos of a haboob - the wall of sand, miles high 
and 50 miles or more wide - that appears in the southwest desert regions.  If you haven’t seen a video or been 
there, google it.  It’s amazing. 
 
In the summer of 1994 I was living in Phoenix, Arizona and decided to go hiking in South Mountain Park.  Not 
just any park, South Mountain covers over 16,000 acres, encompasses the Ma Ha Tauk, Gila and Guadalupe 
mountain ranges, has 51 miles of trails, ridge lines, and mountain tops reaching 2330 feet from the desert floor.  It 

is one of the largest municipal parks in the U.S. and is a truly wonderful place to hike. 
 
On this particular day, I arrived at the main trailhead on Central Ave in the late morning.  This trailhead is the 
most popular as it has a wide, flat trail with a gentle slope right out of the parking lot.  It is usually filled with 
bikes, skateboards, baby carriages, dogs and people from 3 to 93 enjoying an easy “walk in the park”.  
Fortunately for us “real” hikers, there are ridge lines on either side with steep ascents so that within 10-15 
minutes you can be hiking with nary another soul in sight.  Anticipating the usual difficulty in finding a parking 
spot, I was astounded to find not a single vehicle there. 

 
Then I saw it - the haboob.  It was engulfing downtown Phoenix and would be on me in probably 15 minutes.  
“Back in the car and go to your nice safe home”, my left brain advised.  “What an adventure!” my right brain 
exhorted.  Of course, I harkened unto my right brain.  Otherwise this wouldn’t be much of a story. 
 
As I made my way up the steep trail to the top of the ridge line, I had to take off my glasses and my hat as they 
were being blown right off of my face and head.  Not to be deterred, I shielded my eyes and pushed on.  Reaching 
the summit, I experienced the full force of the storm.  Oh - did I mention that this haboob coincided with one of 
those dramatic Arizona summer thunderstorms?  When this happens, the blowing dust picks up rain drops, and 

little mud balls are hitting you at 50-60 mph plus.  When one would hit me in the forehead, it would literally snap 
my head back.  Still, I couldn’t help but revel in the fact that I may have been the only person on the mountains in 
South Mountain Park at that moment.  It was exhilarating. 
 
You may remember the scene from “Forrest Gump” where Lieutenant Dan is in the crow’s nest during a 
hurricane and screaming at God.  Well - I just couldn’t resist the opportunity.  I stood on the peak, looked up into 
the storm and yelled, “Is this all you got?”  I quickly followed that by saying, “Just kidding.  Just kidding.”  My 
guess is that my renunciation came just seconds before the lightning bolt that would have been unleashed.  At 

least that’s my story and I’m sticking to it. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Braving the Storm by Larry Pearlman 
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 Tellabration is Around the Corner! 
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From Our Members 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Please send your 

news to Sherry 

Lovett, editor at 

sherrylovett@gmail.

com 
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ASC would like to give a 

hearty welcome to new member,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have something you’d like to share? 

Please send it to me at sherrylovettstoryteller@gmail.com 

Welcome New Member 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Chuck Fink 

 

 

 

I'm teaching a 4 session course on storytelling at OLLI on Wednesdays, from October 16-November 6, from 2-
4:30.  The class is fully booked. 
 
Also, I'm hosting a show of class graduates and coaches (David Joe Miller and Dave Castel) November 20 
from 7:00-8:30.  The show is free and will held in the Manheimer Room at OLLI's Rueter Center. 

 

 

 

 

Is Your Mind FULL?   

Come and share in the humor and heart that arises from the one-woman storytelling, Mind-FULL:  Stories of a Reluctant Meditator, 

presented by myself along with host Connie Regan-Blake.  Sunday, November 10th at 5pm at Ambrose West, 312 Haywood Rd. in 

West Asheville.   

In this unique story, I explore the humor and heart that arises from my unsuspecting quest to find something, anything, that closely 

resembles peace in the madness that is my mind.  

In 2012, while in New Zealand, I signed up for my first meditation course, with no talking, no electronics, no reading or writing 

materials permitted and, to my dismay, no exercise.  For some reason I said,   

“It sounds like a spiritual boot camp,”   

and if that’s the case, I’m in!” 

This one comment led me on a story-filled 7-year journey, observing how FULL the mind really can be.  Whether you meditate or 

not, this story portrays the courage and capability we all have to pause and question the validity of our thoughts in order to create a 

healthier and happier view of ourselves and the world.  

Tickets for Mind-FULL are $12 online or $15 at the door.  Tickets can be purchased online at www.ambrosewest.com.  Parking is 

free and plentiful on the corner of Haywood Road and Swannanoa Avenue in West Asheville.  Doors open at 4:30 p.m.   

 

News from Kathy Ramirez 

 

http://www.ambrosewest.com/


 

 

  

Calendar of Storytelling Events and Happenings 
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October 11 & 25 

(second and fourth Fridays of each month, 7 pm) 

The Vanishing Wheelchair presents, Magic, Mirth, and Meaning at 
The Little Theatre, 175 Weaverville Highway, Suite K, featuring 
storytellers, singers, jugglers, and musicians.  Free admission but 
donations are appreciated. For more information contact T.J. 

Shimeld at tishimeld@gmail.com or 828-391-6965.   
 

October 13 

Darcy presents, Healing Power of Stories, 9:00 am, Adult Forum at 
First Congregational Church, 1735 5th Ave. W, Hendersonville, NC, 
28739.           

   
October 21     

ASC monthly meeting, Asheville Terrace, 200 Tunnel Rd., 7:00 pm 

Bring a scary story.    

 
November 1 

 (first Friday of each month, 3 pm)  

The Vanishing Wheelchair presents, Birthday Magic, The Little 

Theatre, 175 Weaverville Highway, Suite K, with the audience 
participating to celebrate children with birthdays that month.  Tickets 
are $5 and may be purchased online at 
www.VanishingWheelchair.org or call 828-645-2941 
 
 

 

 

  

 
   

 

November 10 

Kathy Ramirez presents a one-woman show, Mind-FULL: Stories of 
a Reluctant Meditator, stories of various 10-day silent meditative 
retreats, Ambrose West, 312 Haywood Rd. in West Asheville, 5:00 
pm (doors open at 4:30 pm).  Hosted by Connie Regan-Blake.  

Tickets are $12 online or $15 at the door.   
 

 

   

 

                       

                                                                                
 

November 18 

ASC monthly meeting, Asheville Terrace, 200 Tunnel Rd., 7:00 pm.  
Plan ahead: for our December 16 meeting, bring a sweet to share 
along with a holiday story! 
 

November 24 

ASC presents. Tellabration!, featuring Michael Reno Harrell, 
Gwenda Ledbetter, Donna Marie Todd,  Zane Chait, and Sherry 

Lovett as MC,  Folk Art Center on the Blue Ridge Parkway, 3:00 
pm.  Admission is $10 and reservations may be made 
(recommended) by calling Sandra Gudger at 828-274-1123, 828-
777-9177, or by e-mail gudgers@bellsouth.net.                                       
 

 
 

 

 

 
December 6-8 

Taking Your Story to the Stage, a weekend workshop presented by 
Connie Regan-Blake in Asheville, NC.  Participants should bring to 
the workshop a story almost performanc- ready.   828-258-1113 

connie@storywindow.com or https://storywindow.com/taking-your-
story-to-the-stage/  

December 7 

A Slice of Life: An Evening of Stories. hosted by Connie Regan-
Blake and featuring participants of her weekend workshop, 7:30-
9:00 pm, Tickets are $20 at the door or may be purchased early 
(recommended as seating is limited)  for $15 by calling 828-669-
0930 or online at bmca@BlackMountainArts.com or  
https://www.blackmountainarts.org 
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http://www.vanishingwheelchair.org/ 

Check out the Asheville Storytelling Circle Website calendar: 

https://ashevillestorycircle.org/events.html 

Remember to Checkout David Joe Miller’s Online Calendar for 

more Storytelling Events.Asheville Spoken Word Event Calendar 

http://www.storytellingcalendar.com/ 

 

 

mailto:tishimeld@gmail.com
http://www.vanishingwheelchair.org/
http://www.vanishingwheelchair.org/
http://www.vanishingwheelchair.org/
https://ashevillestorycircle.org/events.html
http://www.storytellingcalendar.com/
http://www.storytellingcalendar.com/
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Support storytelling: attend what you can, and help spread the word! 

 

“Stories have 

to be told or 

they die, and 

when they die, 

we can’t 

remember 

who we are or 

why we are 

here.” ~Sue 

Monk Kidd 
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November 1-2: The Old North State 

Storytelling Festival. The Town of Cary & the 

NCSG and will present the Old North State 

Storytelling Festival. The festival will feature 

multiple performances by three nationally known 

storytellers  – Donald Davis, Donna 

Washington and Michael Reno Harrell, as 

well the NC Storytelling Guild’s own gifted 

tellers –  ReVonda Crow, Linda Gorham, 

Larry Pearlman, Brian Sturm, Jon Sundell 

and Jess Willis. The historic Cary Theatre, 122 

E Chatham Street in downtown Cary, NC. Visit 

the Town. Visit NCSG’s facebook page HERE. 

Contact: Alan Hoal at 919.607.0993. Order 

tickets HERE.  

 

 
NCSG members: if you haven’t visited 
NCSG’s website recently, I encourage 

you to do so. Our webmaster has 
recently given a new look to some of our 

pages.  http://ncstoryguild.

org/ 

 

 

https://www.townofcary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/northcarolinastorytellingguild
https://www.townofcary.org/recreation-enjoyment/events/special-events/old-north-state-storytelling-festival
http://ncstoryguild.org/
http://ncstoryguild.org/


 

 

 

 

 

ASC Officers of 2019 

 Donna Marie Todd, 

President 

dmtodd1974@gmail.com 
 

 Elena Diana Miller, 

Vice President of 

Membership 
elenamiller@bellsouth.net 

 

 Kathy Gordon, Vice 

President of Events 

kgordon54@gmail.com 

 

 Catherine Serota, 

Secretary 

cscottdmin@gmail.com 

 

 Charlie St. Clair, 
Treasurer 

charliestclair@charter.net 

 

 Sandra Gudger, Founder 

and Permanent Board 

Member 

gudgers@bellsouth.net 

 

 Lori Peleaz, Past 

President 

dogsbest@hotmail.com 
 

(For membership contact use 

only.) 

 

ASC Meeting Time 

The Asheville Storytelling Circle meets at 7:00 pm 

on the third Monday of each month except August and January at Asheville Terrace, 200 Tunnel Rd. in Asheville. 

 

Mission Statement 

To affirm our various cultures, nourish the development of emerging and established artists, and promote excellence in the oral traditions. 

 

Visit Our Website 

www.ashevillestorycircle.org 

 

 

  

1. Keep your introduction short. Why keep it short? Because we want to make sure we have as 
much time as possible for stories. 

2. Stories should be around ten minutes. Longer stories can be shared, if time permits. Even if you 
are working on a story, you should have some idea of how long it takes. 

3. Time is precious, and we want as many people as possible to be able to share. If time runs out 
and not everyone who has signed-up is able to tell a story, they will go to the front of the line for 
the next month. 

 

Membership Meeting Etiquette: 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

Please submit stories, news about 
upcoming events, and news about 
your activities by the end of each 

month to: 

Sherrylovettstoryteller@gmail.com 

 

 

 Calendar Items to: 

 Sandra Gudger at 

 gudgers@bellsouth.net 
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