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 When the Very Bad News is Good… Almost By Lori Pelaez 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    And so it was, another August and another Asheville Storytelling 

    Picnic on the hot summer day of August 11th. As could be  

    predicted the staples provided by ASC were great and the  

    "something good" provided by the members was varied and 

    delicious. The attendance was down a bit early on, while some 

    members were at Hendo club, but we had adequate food and 

    started eating close to schedule. There was no stampede to sign 

    up to tell stories but there were enough signed up to get things 

    going and so we started with stories.  

 

Roy Harris explained his long term absence over the past year which we 

have noticed, but the good news was that he has grown in reputation and 

had been elected as a board member to a Black storytellers national 

group. He thanked the circle for helping him along in his storytelling 

career. Hopefully we will be seeing more of Roy in the future. 

 

And then there was a "WAKE UP AMERICA" plea from our president 

Donna Marie who was at a meeting in Dayton Ohio recently. She was  

    in Dayton and was slated to be 

    in an Italian restaurant with fellow attendees of the meeting on 

     the night that 9 people were shot and many injured during the 

    mass shooting. The meetings of the day had made the group 

    weary and so they changed their plans to go to the Italian  

    restaurant and followed the least line of resistance and ate in the 

    area of their hotel. Had they not been so tired they may well have 

    been a statistic that we all would be struggling to cope with. Very 

    bad news that turned out good for Donna Marie and her pals but 

    is still something that became a more vivid reality to this whole 

    group. The horror that needs to be addressed and changed became 

a personal experience for the group. 

 

Bad news two, a story from Events coordinator Kathy Gordon who had the 

experience of having two bear sighting in her neighborhood that went 

along without incidence. Then as she was driving to Asheville, during 

rush hour traffic on rte. 26, her third encounter with a bear happened. She 

saw bear on the median....she was driving at 60mph...Kathy knew what 

the inevitable would be and then it was....the bear was struck by Kathy's 

car. She managed to get to the right side of the highway and get onto the 

shoulder and stop her car. She was trembling all over. Shortly after she 

pulled over a box truck pulled over and a man named Kirby got out and came to Kathy. He helped her out 

of the car and did his very best to help her calm down. He told her that he had seen the whole thing and 

that the bear was not killed but had gotten across the highway and had gone into the woods. He stayed 

with her and gave her his name and number in case the insurance company doubted her story. He offered 

to call someone to come help her or to drive her to her doctor. He stayed with her until she was calm 

enough to continue driving to her appointment. So a very bad bear story became a super human kindness 

story for Kathy as well as giving us all hope in this very stressful time. We don't know how it turned out 

for the bear but we can hope for the best. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Page 2 

Questions to 

Consider: 

What do you love 

about storytelling? 

What is your purpose 

as a storyteller? 

Why do you tell the 

stories you tell? 

The Storytelling Chronicle 

Bad news three came from none other than our fabulous member and newsletter editor, Sherry Lovett.  It was a 

surprise to most of us that Sherry and her family have finished their time at Wildacres and are going to be moving 

on after their daughter graduates next spring. They are literally going to hit the road and roam the country until 

further notice. So where does the good news come in this sad story....Sherry will continue to tell stories when she 

can find the opportunities on the road, and she will stay a part of us by continuing to produce our newsletter. 

Perhaps we will be lucky enough to have her telling us the stories of her travels in that newsletter. She will be 

gone but no one will be forgotten and the news doesn't get any better than that... 

 

This year’s ASC annual picnic turned into one of the most meaningful storytelling events since I have been in 

this group. The stories were horror stories at times but also offered up hope and goodness. Long live stories! They 

give meaning to our lives and stories are definitely the shortest distance between two people. All y'all that didn't 

come really missed out on a dynamite day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 When the Very Bad News is Good… Almost continued 

 

  

  

 



 

 

  

 

      This year marked ten years that my family has lived 

      and worked at Wildacres Retreat. We moved there 

      after the collapse of our life in Hampstead, NC at the 

      coast. With the economic bubble burst of 2008  

      having a particularly hard impact on the  

      construction/housing industry, we were forced to  

      close the doors of our recently opened remodeling 

      business. The failed business also led to the loss of 

      our house and the life we had been building in  

      Hampstead; we were financially and emotionally  

      decimated and didn’t know what was going to  

      happen to us.  

 

       

 

Fortunately, thanks in large part to storyteller Dianne  

Hackworth and the Divine forces that be, we landed at 

Wildacres, which provided us with a steady job, a house 

to live in, and natural beauty to soothe our souls. Over 

the last ten years we have experienced art of all kinds, 

philosophy, history, ecology, and loads of interesting 

and talented people in this unique and wonderful place. 

 

However, the one constant in life is change and 2018 

was a tumultuous, eye-opening year. We experienced 

sickness, death, and near misses within our family circle. 

We were compelled to look a little deeper at our life and 

ask hard questions. And, there is more change on the 

way… David and I turn 50 this year. How did that happen?! Our daughter, an only child, graduates high school 

and will be headed to college, leaving us empty nesters. How did that happen?! Honestly, friends, life is such a 

blink! 

 

We found ourselves asking questions like: Are we happy? What do we want our life to look like? What do we 

want to pursue? After hours of conversation and contemplation we decided on another BIG change: resigning 

from Wildacres, because some of the answers that came up for us are: We miss the coast and we want to be 

closer to it and have more access. We want to have more flexibility and time in our schedule to support our 

daughter as she heads to college, engage in more family time, and pursue other meaningful experiences.  

 

In June of 202 our new adventure will begin. We will be moving into our 5th wheel camper and taking our 

daughter across the country to explore other places in the United States before she starts college. Once she 

launches, who knows how often we will get to see her; she’ll be a busy college student!  

 

Once we’re back from our trip and she’s settled-in, we’ll continue to live in our camper. Hopefully we’ll have 

Internet based work so we can live various places for weeks or months at a time, and I hope to get storytelling 

gigs wherever we are too. Have stories, will travel, will be my new calling card. My stories and the story of our 

life will continue to unfold, and we’re sure excited about this new chapter! 
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The pause is here. Have you felt it? Nature is taking a deep, cool breath and resting for a minute before moving 

onto the next thing. 

Maybe you could do that, too. Maybe you could take in a deep breath and prepare for what’s next.  

A cool breeze is slipping around the edges of the heat that has baked too many of us this summer. It’s sliding up 

just at sunset, giving us a whiff of what’s next. Like a cosmic resetting, a resettling of what is. 

I don’t know about you, but I often underestimate the stresses of summer. I always think I’ll “just relax;” only to 

have conferences, trips, vacays, tight schedules, too much sunshine, sunscreen, and heat pile up on me like a curse 

instead of a respite. What the heck happened to my anticipated relaxation?  

Why it was just more delicious self-delusion! Like when I make plans with a friend to go to the old-fashioned, 

hand-dipped ice cream shop where I’m going to order three flavors in a waffle cone only to look at the calorie 

count and go for the no-sugar-added, mini-yogurt in a pill cup.  

After all the teary-hot racing around doing nothing stress of summer, I welcome autumn. It holds my birth month 

(October) and the closer it gets, the better I feel.  (I’m curious. Does that happen to you in your birth month?) 

While I’m not an astrology person, I find the renewed energy around the time I was birthed quite fascinating.  

So today I’m doing it. I’m just breathing into that quiet pause nature is offering. As the summer insects sing their 

closing chorus, I want to sit in that space and rest. 

Once again we’re in transition whether we planned to be or not.  

Nature pushes us along. She gives us visual clues, changes the landscape with color so we don’t miss the unfolding 

of the transition. While nature is ever-changing, we experience transitions, too: birth, school, graduation, work, 

marriage, babies, work, illness, and then when we least expect it, death.  

And each little transition is sacred. Each one deserves to be held in our hearts and celebrated for the special 

moment it is. So don’t miss this one. Sit with nature and take a deep breath. Don’t worry about getting lost there. 

Life will push you along soon enough! 

And take advantage of the fall happenings with the Asheville Story Circle!  

Here’s what’s happening! September 16 we’ll gather and enjoy a round of stories. Bring a spooky story for some 

Halloween Fun on October 21st! The next meeting is November 18th.  

Then mark your calendar NOW for the 2019 Tellabration at the Folk Art Center on Sunday, November 24 from 3-

5 p.m. It’s going to be a fantastic show with Michael Reno-Harrell, Gwenda Ledbetter, Zane Chait, and Donna 

Marie Todd. Sherry Lovett will emcee and young fiddling sensation Lillian Chase will open the show and play for 

intermission. It’s going to be a great day! Volunteers are needed so please sign up at our next meeting. 

All regular meetings take place at the Terrace Apartments on Tunnel Road and we begin at 7 p.m. sharp. 

Remember that we ask that you limit your story to 10 minutes unless more time is specifically requested (and 

granted). And please, when you sign up and give the time you think your story will run, try to stick to that time so 

that everyone who wants to tell has a chance.  

Can’t wait to see you! 

Donna Marie 
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 A Message from ASC President, Donna Marie Todd 

 

 



 

 

 

 

From Our Members 
 

 

 

 

  

 

Please send your 

news to Sherry 

Lovett, editor at 

sherrylovett@gmail.

com 
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Hello friends,  

 

I am doing a grass roots promotion of my book, Southern Shamrock, and I need your help. I’d like 

you to check out my web site, leelyons.me. If you read it and like it, please give a review and share 

with your friends, book clubs and come to my book signing in October. 

 

A very big thank you. Lee Lyons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have something you’d like to share? 

Please send it to me at 

sherrylovettstoryteller@gmail.com 

A Request from Member, Lee Lyons 

 

 

 

 

 

A Note from Sherry Lovett 

 

  

 

  

Are you a member of the North Carolina Storytelling Guild? If so, you may like this 

book I created for the Guild celebrating the history of NCSG.  You can order your 

own copy by going to this link - https://www.bookemon.com/book-

profile/north-carolina-storytelling-guild-our-story/824921 

Also, I am thrilled to share the link to a student documentary film, which is about 

storytelling and features me.  Check it out at https://vimeo.com/358864642 

 

http://leelyons.me/
https://www.bookemon.com/book-profile/north-carolina-storytelling-guild-our-story/824921
https://www.bookemon.com/book-profile/north-carolina-storytelling-guild-our-story/824921
https://vimeo.com/358864642
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Sept. 13 & 27 

(second and fourth Fridays of each month, 7 pm) 

The Vanishing Wheelchair presents, Magic, Mirth, and Meaning at 

The Little Theatre, 175 Weaverville Highway, Suite K, featuring 

storytellers, singers, jugglers, and musicians.  Free admission but 

donations are appreciated. For more information contact T.J. 

Shimeld at tishimeld@gmail.com or 828-391-6965.   
 

Sept. 16 

ASC monthly meeting, Asheville Terrace, 200 Tunnel Rd., 7:00 pm. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

    

 

   

 

                       

                                                                                

October 4 

 (first Friday of each month, 3 pm)  

The Vanishing Wheelchair presents, Birthday Magic, The Little 

Theatre, 175 Weaverville Highway, Suite K, with the audience 

participating to celebrate children with birthdays that month.  

Tickets are $5 and may be purchased online at 

www.VanishingWheelchair.org or call 828-645-2941 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 4-6 

Connie Regan-Blake emcee's at the 47th National Storytelling 

Festival in Jonesborough, TN.   

October 21     

ASC monthly meeting, Asheville Terrace, 200 Tunnel Rd., 7:00 pm.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 6-8 

Taking Your Story to the Stage, a weekend workshop presented by 

Connie Regan-Blake in Asheville, NC.  Participants should bring to 

the workshop a story almost performanc- ready.   828-258-1113 

connie@storywindow.com or https://storywindow.com/taking-your-

story-to-the-stage/  

 

December 7 

A Slice of Life: An Evening of Stories. hosted by Connie Regan-

Blake and featuring participants of her weekend workshop, 7:30-

9:00 pm, Tickets are $20 at the door or may be purchased early 

(recommended as seating is limited)  for $15 by calling 828-669-

0930 or online at bmca@BlackMountainArts.com or  

https://www.blackmountainarts.org 
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http://www.vanishingwheelchair.org/ 

Check out the Asheville Storytelling Circle Website calendar: 

https://ashevillestorycircle.org/events.html 

 

Remember to Checkout David Joe Miller’s Online Calendar for 

more Storytelling Events.Asheville Spoken Word Event Calendar 

http://www.storytellingcalendar.com/ 

 

“By all these lovely tokens September days are here, with 

summer's best of weather And autumn's best of cheer. “ 

~Helen Hunt Jackson 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tishimeld@gmail.com
http://www.vanishingwheelchair.org/
http://www.vanishingwheelchair.org/
http://www.vanishingwheelchair.org/
https://ashevillestorycircle.org/events.html
http://www.storytellingcalendar.com/
http://www.storytellingcalendar.com/
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Support storytelling: attend what you can, and help spread the word! 

 

“Stories have 

to be told or 

they die, and 

when they die, 

we can’t 

remember 

who we are or 

why we are 

here.” ~Sue 

Monk Kidd 
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November 1-2: The Old North State Storytelling Festival. The Town of Cary & the NCSG and 

will present the Old North State Storytelling Festival. The festival will feature multiple 

performances by three nationally known storytellers  – Donald Davis, Donna Washington and 

Michael Reno Harrell, as well the NC Storytelling Guild’s own gifted tellers –  ReVonda Crow, 

Linda Gorham, Larry Pearlman, Brian Sturm, Jon Sundell and Jess Willis. The historic Cary 

Theatre, 122 E Chatham Street in downtown Cary, NC. Visit the Town. Visit NCSG’s facebook 

page HERE. Contact: Alan Hoal at 919.607.0993. Order tickets HERE.  

 

 
NCSG members: if you haven’t visited NCSG’s website recently, I encourage you to do so. Our webmaster has 

recently given a new look to some of our pages.  http://ncstoryguild.org/ 

 

https://www.townofcary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/northcarolinastorytellingguild
https://www.townofcary.org/recreation-enjoyment/events/special-events/old-north-state-storytelling-festival
http://ncstoryguild.org/


 

 

 

 

 

ASC Officers of 2019 

 Donna Marie Todd, 

President 

dmtodd1974@gmail.com 
 

 Elena Diana Miller, 

Vice President of 

Membership 
elenamiller@bellsouth.net 

 

 Kathy Gordon, Vice 

President of Events 

kgordon54@gmail.com 

 

 Catherine Serota, 

Secretary 

cscottdmin@gmail.com 

 

 Charlie St. Clair, 

Treasurer 

charliestclair@charter.net 

 

 Sandra Gudger, Founder 

and Permanent Board 

Member 

gudgers@bellsouth.net 

 

 Lori Peleaz, Past 

President 

dogsbest@hotmail.com 

 

(For membership contact use 

only.) 

 

ASC Meeting Time 

The Asheville Storytelling Circle meets at 7:00 pm 

on the third Monday of each month except August and January at Asheville Terrace, 200 Tunnel Rd. in Asheville. 

 

Mission Statement 

To affirm our various cultures, nourish the development of emerging and established artists, and promote excellence in the oral traditions. 

 

Visit Our Website 

www.ashevillestorycircle.org 

 

 

  

1. Keep your introduction short. Why keep it short? Because we want to make sure we have as 

much time as possible for stories. 

2. Stories should be around ten minutes. Longer stories can be shared, if time permits. Even if you 

are working on a story, you should have some idea of how long it takes. 

3. Time is precious, and we want as many people as possible to be able to share. If time runs out 

and not everyone who has signed-up is able to tell a story, they will go to the front of the line for 

the next month. 

 

Membership Meeting Etiquette: 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

Please submit stories, news about 
upcoming events, and news about 
your activities by the end of each 

month to: 

Sherrylovettstoryteller@gmail.com 

 

 

 Calendar Items to: 

 Sandra Gudger at 

 gudgers@bellsouth.net 
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