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 Watermelon Seeds By Kyra Freeman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   All of the watermelon at the A&P when I was a kid had big black seeds in 

   it. And On the 4th of July, my next-door neighbors would host the annual 

   Seymour Street Seed Spitting Contest.  

   The neighbors who ran the contest had a boy my age. The first time my 

   sister and I ever played with Peter, he challenged us to a game of ping-pong 

   on their porch. He served ping pong balls with his mouth, spitting them 

   even after they had been on the floor) we ran away in disgust, forfeiting the 

   game. I now know he had been in training for bigger things, grossing us out 

   was a side benefit. 

After the town had carted away the dead elm trees and re-done the sidewalks, there was a nice level 
stretch of cement poured in 5 ft. squares in front of their house. The lines between the squares were 

annoying for my roller skating but perfect for the spitting contest.   

5,10, 15, 20, 25… Good spits were circled with sidewalk chalk and labeled with names. 

In all the years I tried, I could never spit past my own chin. Just to be on the sidewalk, I sometimes 

circled my seed where it lay at the starting line.  The winning seed lived for a year in a Cool-Whip tub 

with the winning spits from years past sharpied on the side. 

The watermelons would float like stripey green hippos in the kiddie pool, awaiting their fate. I liked to 

dip my hand in the icy water and push them into each other. 

We ate potluck. I was a vegetarian, so I made my “Belcher dogs” a hotdog bun filled with egg salad, 

potato chips, cheese and every condiment on the food table. I got some other kids to try it, too.  We 

would sing patriotic songs in harmony as the sun went down, accompanied by Gerry’s autoharp. Not 

being a spitter, this was my father’s favorite part.  

The contest survived neighborhood divorces and family tragedies, new babies, weddings, and young 

people moving away, including me. 

The last time I went was in 2010.  My neighbor had to special order 

the watermelons with seeds from the natural food coop. Both the 

ping pong table and the porch were long-gone by then. I still couldn’t 

spit past my chin! Peter, the boy next door was there, all the way 

from Chicago. Now a lawyer in his 40s, He was all business. He  

carefully inspected the watermelon slices, selected, moved to the line,  

stepped back and launched with an epic spit. A chunk of watermelon 

the size of a ping pong ball flew with it, before dropping away like a 

spent piece of a rocket. 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40... 
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Questions to 

Consider: 

What do you love 

about storytelling? 

What is your purpose 

as a storyteller? 

Why do you tell the 

stories you tell? 

The Storytelling Chronicle 

    My daughters and Peter’s daughter rolled around together on my  

    mother’s hammock. 

    Our children got to poke the watermelon hippos and see the winning seed 

    paraded in the Cool-Whip tub, crowded with names and stats. 

    Sadly in 2016, the last Seymour Street Seed Spitting Contest was  

    officially canceled due to a lack of available watermelon seeds.  That’s 

    progress for you!  

 

 

 

Food for Thought: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Watermelon Seeds continued 
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 Opportunities to Learn, Listen and Tell! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 1-2: The Old North State Storytelling Festival. The Town of Cary & the NCSG and 

will present the Old North State Storytelling Festival. The festival will feature multiple 

performances by three nationally known storytellers  – Donald Davis, Donna Washington and 

Michael Reno Harrell, as well the NC Storytelling Guild’s own gifted tellers –  ReVonda Crow, 

Linda Gorham, Larry Pearlman, Brian Sturm, Jon Sundell and Jess Willis. The historic Cary 

Theatre, 122 E Chatham Street in downtown Cary, NC. Visit the Town. Visit NCSG’s facebook 

page HERE. Contact: Alan Hoal at 919.607.0993. Order tickets HERE.  

 

 

The Center for Art & Inspiration 125 South Main Street Hendersonville proudly 

present Gwenda LedBetter, Storyteller, on Sunday September 8 at 3:00 PM. $15 

on line at thecenterai.com/tx  

 

2nd Sundays @ The Center is a series of unique events tailored to the reflective 

spirit of Sundays. Relax in the warm and intimate setting of The Center and let 

yourself unwind as you listen to live music. Then, allow our professional 

storytellers to take you on a journey through time, evoking history, memory, and 
connection. Each month we bring you a unique program with story and music 

themed for an immersive experience. 

To reserve a seat for this series, please purchase tickets online or call the box 

office at 828-697-8547. 

 

 

Hendo Story Club  
 
Have a story to tell? We want to hear it. 

We invite you to listen and share each month in the new Hendo Story Club. Throw your 

name in the hat for a chance to tell your story relating to the theme of the night. Stories will 

be five-minutes long, true, and told live without notes. No one needs to be a professional 

writer, storyteller, or anything else to participate. 
First-time tellers are welcome and encouraged. Five minutes are long enough to connect 

and inspire and that the most nervous storytellers are also sometimes the most powerful. 

Come as strangers, leave as friends. 

 

 

Sherry Lovett emceeing September 5th. 

 Hope to see you there! 

NCSG members: if you haven’t visited NCSG’s website recently, I encourage you to do so. Our webmaster has recently 

given a new look to some of our pages.  http://ncstoryguild.org/ 

 

https://www.townofcary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/northcarolinastorytellingguild
https://www.townofcary.org/recreation-enjoyment/events/special-events/old-north-state-storytelling-festival
tel:+18286978547
http://ncstoryguild.org/


 

 

 

 

From Our Members 
 

 

 

 

  

 

Please send your 

news to Sherry 

Lovett, editor at 

sherrylovett@gmail.

com 
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Coming & Going Across the Mountain 

Ready to head across the mountain to hear some stories?  Then plan on taking a short journey to East Tennessee in the coming 

week.  (The road from here to there is one of my favorites in the whole area – gorgeous mountain views whether you are coming or 

going!)  

I am telling stories in Erwin, TN on Monday, August 12, at 7:00 pm.  It is free and open to the public.  

  

Details: Everyone is invited for bluegrass music, storytelling, and picnicking in the field beside Unicoi County Hospital in Erwin.  It 

will be alive with music from the High School Bluegrass Band, storytelling from a flatbed trailer stage and family-friendly lawn 

games from 5:30 to 8 p.m. 

  

The public is encouraged to bring lawn chairs, blankets, a picnic and the whole family. Food trucks will be available. Hula hoops, 

jump ropes and corn hole games will be hosted by STRONG Kids, a joint program designed to help improve the lives of children in 

the area and beyond. 

 

 

A Note from Connie Regan Blake

 

Welcome to New Members! 

 

 

 

 

 

A Note from Mary Ann Wharton 

 

Many thanks to ASC for sponsoring 

Buncombe Chautauqua 2019 in June and 

those who attended.  It was a good program, 

right?  

 

  

 

  

 

ASHEVILLE STORYTELLERS CIRCLE 

  

STORIES SHARED AT 7/15/2019 GENERAL MEETING 

 

Lori Pelaez- A Prayer for a Pug 

Catherine Yael Serota- The Fever and the Flea 

Chet Allen- Dog days of Summer 

Gwenda Ledbetter- The Wave 

Larry K- The ’50 Chevy 

Nancy Reeder- The Chocolate Bar 

David Sharpe- Grandma Mole 
 

 

A Note from Catherine Serota Yael 

 

 

and 

Larry Pearlman- Grand Canyon Pinks 

Jim Gregory- The Sensei 

Sherry Lovett- Luck and Wisdom 

Eric Hoffman- 4th of July Birthday 

Liz Alden- On the Bus 

Zane Chait- Freddy and Emma 

June Thomas- Aunt Sally Rutherford 

 

 



 

 

  

Calendar of Storytelling Events and Happenings 
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Aug. 12 

Storytelling and Bluegrass Music, Erwin, TN, in the field beside 

Unicoi County Hospital, 5:30-8:00 pm.  Connie Regan-Blake will 

tell stories at 7:00 pm.  There will also be games hosted by STRONG 

Kids, a program designed to help improve the lives of children in the 

area and beyond.  Bring a lawn chair, a blanket, and a picnic if you 

wish.  Food trucks will be available.  Free and open to the public. 

 

 August 13-17 

Connie Regan-Blake is Teller-in-Residence at the International 

Storytelling Center in Jonesborough, TN, with daily performances 

from 2:00 to 3:30 pm Tuesday through Saturday.  Ticket are $12for 

adults, $11 for seniors, students, and children 18 and under. For 

tickets or more information, call 800-952-8392 or 423-913-1276. 

http://www.storytellingcenter.net/event/connie-regan-blake- 

matinee-performance/2019-08-13/   

 

August 14 

David Joe Miller Presents, Open Mic, Spoken Word, Historic Eureka 

Inn, Jonesborough, TN, 7:00 pm, (sign-up begins at 6:30 pm for a 10 

min. story or poem), hosted by Kathy Gordon and Lori Olmstead.  

No cover charge.  www.storytellingcalendar.com  

 

August 15 

Sherry Lovett and Larry Pearlman will be performing The Tale of 

Two Charlies at the Orchard at Altapass at 6:30. See Performance 

poster on page 8. 

August 16   

Open Mic,  Corner Coffee and Wine Shop on the square,  66 Church 

St., Hayesville, NC, 5:30-7:00 pm (doors open at 5:15 pm), 5-7 

minute stories.  Event is sponsored by North Carolina Storytelling 

Guild.           

 

August 18 

Sherry Lovett and Larry Pearlman will be performing The Tale of 

Two Charlies at White Horse Black Mountain at 7:30. See 

Performance poster on page 8. 

 

August 19 

No ASC monthly meeting. 

 

 

August 23  

 (second and fourth Fridays of each month, 7 pm) 

The Vanishing Wheelchair presents, Magic, Mirth, and Meaning at 

The Little Theatre, 175 Weaverville Highway, Suite K, featuring 

storytellers, singers, jugglers, and musicians.  Free admission but 

donations are appreciated. For more information contact T.J. 

Shimeld at tishimeld@gmail.com or 828-391-6965.   
 
 
 
 

 

 

   

 

                       

                                                                                

September 5 

Open Mic, presented by Hendo Story Club of The Center for Art and 

Inspiration, 125 South Main Street in Hendersonville at 7:00 pm 

(sign-up at 6:30 pm to tell a 5 minute story with the theme, “ 

Inheritance”).  Directed by Elena Diana Miller.  Admission is $10 at 

the door.  

September 6 

 (first Friday of each month, 3 pm)  

The Vanishing Wheelchair presents, Birthday Magic, The Little 

Theatre, 175 Weaverville Highway, Suite K, with the audience 

participating to celebrate children with birthdays that month.  

Tickets are $5 and may be purchased online at 

www.VanishingWheelchair.org or call 828-645-2941 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sept. 13 & 27 

(second and fourth Fridays of each month, 7 pm) 

The Vanishing Wheelchair presents, Magic, Mirth, and Meaning at 

The Little Theatre, 175 Weaverville Highway, Suite K, featuring 

storytellers, singers, jugglers, and musicians.  Free admission but 

donations are appreciated. For more information contact T.J. 

Shimeld at tishimeld@gmail.com or 828-391-6965.   
 

 

Sept. 16 

ASC monthly meeting, Asheville Terrace, 200 Tunnel Rd., 7:00 pm. 
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http://www.vanishingwheelchair.org/ 

Check out the Asheville Storytelling Circle Website calendar: 

https://ashevillestorycircle.org/events.html 

 

Remember to Checkout David Joe Miller’s Online Calendar for 

more Storytelling Events.Asheville Spoken Word Event Calendar 

http://www.storytellingcalendar.com/ 

 

“By all these lovely tokens September days are here, with 

summer's best of weather And autumn's best of cheer. “ 

~Helen Hunt Jackson 

 

 

http://www.storytellingcenter.net/event/connie-regan-blake-
mailto:tishimeld@gmail.com
http://www.vanishingwheelchair.org/
mailto:tishimeld@gmail.com
http://www.vanishingwheelchair.org/
http://www.vanishingwheelchair.org/
https://ashevillestorycircle.org/events.html
http://www.storytellingcalendar.com/
http://www.storytellingcalendar.com/
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Support storytelling: attend what you can, and help spread the word! 

 

“Stories have 

to be told or 

they die, and 

when they die, 

we can’t 

remember 

who we are or 

why we are 

here.” ~Sue 

Monk Kidd 
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ASC Officers of 2019 

 Donna Marie Todd, 

President 

dmtodd1974@gmail.com 
 

 Elena Diana Miller, 

Vice President of 

Membership 
elenamiller@bellsouth.net 

 

 Kathy Gordon, Vice 

President of Events 

kgordon54@gmail.com 

 

 Catherine Serota, 

Secretary 

cscottdmin@gmail.com 

 

 Charlie St. Clair, 

Treasurer 

charliestclair@charter.net 

 

 Sandra Gudger, Founder 

and Permanent Board 

Member 

gudgers@bellsouth.net 

 

 Lori Peleaz, Past 

President 

dogsbest@hotmail.com 

 

(For membership contact use 

only.) 

 

ASC Meeting Time 

The Asheville Storytelling Circle meets at 7:00 pm 

on the third Monday of each month except August and January at Asheville Terrace, 200 Tunnel Rd. in Asheville. 

 

Mission Statement 

To affirm our various cultures, nourish the development of emerging and established artists, and promote excellence in the oral traditions. 

 

Visit Our Website 

www.ashevillestorycircle.org 

 

 

  

1. Keep your introduction short. Why keep it short? Because we want to make sure we have as 

much time as possible for stories. 

2. Stories should be around ten minutes. Longer stories can be shared, if time permits. Even if you 

are working on a story, you should have some idea of how long it takes. 

3. Time is precious, and we want as many people as possible to be able to share. If time runs out 

and not everyone who has signed-up is able to tell a story, they will go to the front of the line for 

the next month. 

 

Membership Meeting Etiquette: 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

Please submit stories, news about 
upcoming events, and news about 
your activities by the end of each 

month to: 

Sherrylovettstoryteller@gmail.com 

 

 

 Calendar Items to: 

 Sandra Gudger at 

 gudgers@bellsouth.net 
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